THE    GREAT   TUDORS

Speedily the Protestants set to work. In August 1560
Parliament met, and Knox, with the aid of a committee of
ministers, drafted a Confession of Faith which Parliament
immediately ratified. Although the works of Calvin were
there to draw upon, it was a remarkable document to have
been completed in four days. Acts were passed abolishing
the jurisdiction of the Pope within the realm of Scotland.
The Roman Church was disestablished, and the Mass and
all religious ceremonies, practices, and observances which
conflicted with the Protestant doctrine were abolished.
Those who still adhered to them were to be subject to the
severest penalties. All this having been successfully carried
through, the next step was the drawing up of a constitution
for the Protestant Church, and to this task Knox, assisted by
five ex-priests of the Roman Church, now energetically
addressed himself. In it the episcopate was swept away,
and the ecclesiastical system, appealing to the order of the
primitive Church, was reorganised on a presbyterian basis
which, however, retained something of episcopacy in the
office of the Superintendent. The laity, in the form of
*6 elders," were given a voice in general administration and
parochial supervision. Forms of worship were simplified,
and the great doctrines of Christendom were extricated
from the mass of superstitious and unscriptural accretions
which had grown up like choking weeds about them. There
was also defined a system of national education on which
many a modern educationist looks with admiration and
envy. With the presentation of this comprehensive and
singularly able document to the Privy Council in January
1561, the troubles of Knox began.
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They began, and until his death in 1572, they never
ceased. He found his dreams and ambitions blocked by the
rapacity and greed of the Protestant nobility. If Knox,
fighting his way towards the establishment of a Protestant
regime, had cherished dreams, as he did, of a Scotland
Protestant and free, of a purified and reorganised Church,
swept clean of its gross corruptions, strengthened by the
enlistment of the laity into its government, lifting a demoral-
ised nation from superstition and spiritual indifference into a
robust and enlightened religious faith and practice; if he had
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